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Be of good Courage, and let us play 
the Men for . our People, and for 

the ' Cities of our God: And -the 
Lord do that "which ſeemeth him 


* plven his"Orders- to 44ſhaz - toi do 
| k the” like , ''with ' thoſe: under - his 
_ Command, againſt the Ammonires, and mutually 
| engaged the Aﬀiftance of 'each- other, 'on occaſion, 
inthe 11th Verſe;” - He prepares both himſelf, his 
'Brother ''and 'the Army ''tor the 'Fight,” with this 
' ſhort Speech in the Texr, Be of pood Courage, &c. 


| 7 HEN Ffoab had ſet his Army in 
"Va Array againſt: the Syrians, - and had . 
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In which Words we have theſe three Things 
to conſider : Firſ#, The Exhortation of the Gene- 
ral, Be of good Conrage, and let us play the Men, 
Seconaly, The Occaſion and Neceſſity there was of 
voving lo; the Concern they had at Stake was 
very great, it was, For their People, and for the 

Cities of their God, Thirdly, The Reſignation and 
Submiſſion of the Iſlue and Event to God's good 
Plealure and Diſpoſal ; And the Lord do that which 
ſeemeth him good, Of theſe I intend to ſpeak in 
the firſt Place; and, in the ſecond, make what 
Application may be proper. And firſt of the Ex- 
hortation; Be of good Conurage- and let us play the 
Men. The Safety and Succeſs of an Army, does 
in great Meaſure. depend upon the Concord and 
Agreement of Commanders, and the good Under- 
ſtanding there is betwixt them ; and Joab prudent- 
ly : conſidering this, leſt the unequal Diviſion of 
the Bands ſhould offend Abi(haz, [ tor whether the 
Syrians were indeed the better Soldiers, and more 
formidable Enemies; or whether the. Ammonites 
were ſuppos'd by Joab to be weakned by their 
Guilt (as a Jew might well ſurmiſe) being the 
Authors and Occaſion of - this War, by having 
villainouſlly treated David's Embaſſadors, and there- 
fore that the weakeſt Men of 1/7ae/ would be a 
Match for them, or whatever was the occaſion of 
Joab's taking all the choſen Men to ferve under 
him, ] he makes his Agreement beforehand 
with him, to come and ſuccour him, if he ſhould 
find himſelf diftreſs'd, and requires the like of him 
again. But becauſe the People bear too great a 
fhare, either in Rout or Victory, to be —_—_ 
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he does, as Wiſe and Valiant Captains always 
us'd to do, addreſs himſelf to the Army like- 
wiſe, in the uſual Words of Exhortation, Be of 
good Courage, and let us play the Men. Be of 900d 
Courage, ſaid Moſes, to: the Men he ſent our ro 
explore the Land of Canaan, Numb, 13. 20. Be 
ftrona and of a good Conrage, ſaid the ſame Moſes, 
both to Joſhua and the Iſraelites, when he was 
about to leave them, to encounter with their Ene- 
mies, Deut. 31. 6, 7. Be ſtrong and very Conragt- 
ous, be not afraid, neither be thou diſmayed, (aid God 
himſelf to Joſhua, entring upon his Command, 
Yoſb. 1. 6, 7, 9. Be ſtrong and of 200d: Courage, 
{aid this Joſhua too, to the Iſraelites, 10,25. And 
ſo ſaid David to his Son Solomon, 1 Chron. 22.12. 
Chap. 28. 20, And ſo faid Ezres to the Jews, 
10. 4. Which does not only ſhew, that no At- 
tempt of any Moment or Importance, of our own 
Contrivance or Delign, can be hopefully underta- 
ken by us, without the exerting thus our Strength 
and Courage to the utmoſt ; bur that it is alſo ne- 
ceſſary ſo to do, even in Enterprizes begun ' by 
God?s eſpecial Order and Command, and where 
the Undertakers were his peculiar Favourites , 
as is obſervable in all the above-mentioned In- 
ſtances. There is nothing ſo ſure, as that where 
the Heart is faint,. the Hands are feeble and hang 
down ; the one does ſtrangely influence the other ; 
Men are commonly Strong or Weak, according 
to their Courage, not their Nerves and Sinews ; 
they are almoſt whatever they defire to be ; 
and Power dwells near the Will, as well as near 
Neceſſity. Some by this Heart and Courage have 
WE, atchieved 
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atchieved ſuch great and maryellous Things, . as 
few. but they who are alike , Ioſpired, and heated 
with their. Fire, .can_ eaſily fancy or believe, more 
than indeed themſelves, could- At. . firſt, propole, 
or. in their ſober, . cautious, xeaſoning Mopd, could 
hope for. ;Ochers,, {or, want of, this, [have loſt 
their lucky, Opportunuies, and blaſted. many a, fair 
and, hopeful, Enterprize, ,whenevery.thing, beſides 
themſclves,,.canſpirid.,to Crown them .with .Suc- 
ceſs, and, Honour..., Many, whoſe Hearts have rob'd 
their, Heads, of their Triumphant ._Wreathes, and 
loaden..; both themſelves, and... which ,is more; to 
be lamented.) others, both with Chains and _Infa- 
my, that _with a little of this generqus Warmth, 
a .lictle ſhaking, off.,cheir,, Fear ,and .Shfpgiſhgeſs, 
were fitted, to be: Conquerors-;and Happy. ,. And 
therefore. there is great Neceſſity,” in all Attempts 
of Weight,. of railing up .the Heart, and calling 
all the vigorous ative Spirits ..up to..our_ Aſſ- 
ſtance : And not of this. alone, but of. provoking 
others, ,with,- our. Exhortations . and. Iacitements, 
to be, of. good Conrage_alſo,,, There is a noble Emu- 
lation;.in the. Souls of, moſt, , which oft_ligs Dor- 
mant for a (while, until it ;be . awakened by Ex- 
ample,-.or Upbraiding, ar.. Encouragement ; . till 
cither Praiſe, or Shame, . diſcover what, they cap, 
as; well as what. they. /bould do.. And this is moſt 
-remarkaþle'jn War ; where many. times a. quick 
:Oration, or a,brave. Example; of ſome_one_or few 
 Particulars,,,, has,, given, _ ſuch Life... and - Strength' 
.to, the whole. Axmy, that. from 'a fearful. and in- 
glorious. Flight, , they, haye gaturned to. Yidtory 
and Spoil, and bravely have defac'd and croſt the 
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Footſteps of their Shame - And on the other 
Hand, ſome have been quite intimidated in- 
to Rout and great Lilorder, by the Deſpon- 
dency of ſome grear Officers, an1 Cowardous 
Example of their Fello'zs, whoſ:e Fear did 
perfetly infe&t their Neighbours. So that in 
all Attempts of Moment, it 1s not only necel- 
ſary to quicken and animate our Selves, and 
raiſe our Hearts as high as can be, but to give 
Life and Soul to Orhers alſo, and to take what 
Care and Pains we can, that They as well as 
We may Be of good Courage, The other part 
of the. Exhortation, is, Let us play the Men ; 
which is but the ſame Thing, © expreſſed in 0- 
ther Words. Be firong and quit your ſelves like 
Men, and Fight, ſaid the Philiſtines to each 
| Other, 1 Sam. 4. 9. Be ſtrong therefore and ſhew 
thy ſelf a Man, ſaid David dying, to his Son, 
1 Kyng. 2. 2. Ando faith St. Pani, in the Caſe 
of Spiritual Warfare, 1 Cor. 16, 13. Quit your 
ſelves like Men, and be ſtrong. Uſing the very 
Words by which the LXX. have Tranſlated the 
Exhortation 1n the Text, evdeitivs & egritr. And 
where this Hiſtory 15 again repeated, 1n 
1 Chron, 19, 18, It i5—— Let mus behave Our 
Selves waliantly, inlleay of, Let us play the Mer: ; 
the one importing and ſuppoſing the other. 
And this the Heathens underſtood of old, when 
they began their Exhortations to the Fight, with 
&'vipie iz ein, and Frite Vire, &c, Do but re- 
member you are Mez, and a& accordingly ; 
ima;:ining chat they who would but think upon 
themiclves , would never do a thing — 
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of their Nature, and the noble Nzme by which 
they were called, They look'd upon the Name 
of Max as a Prefervative, and powerful Charm 
againtt both Treachery and Cowardiſe ; a per- 
t:c Contra-liction to whatever is citeemed Vile 
an Infamous, and comprehending every Thing 
that is Great and Brave and Honourable. But 
let the Conſideration of the Excellence and 
Dignity of Human Nature, ſhould not, of it 
felt, ballance the Love of Life and Fear of 
Death, the general and prevailing Paſſions of 
Men's Hearts, there are alſo added, in the e- 
cond Place, the Motives and Incitements to 
the ſhewing forth this Courage, ſome Reaſons 
and Inducements, why they ought to quit 
themſzives like Men ; it was not for themſelves 
alone they were to Fight, but For their People, 
and the Cities of their God. By People we are to 
underſtand, all that were lefr behind at home, 
all the Relations and Dependants that they had, 
their Fathers, Mothers, Wives. and Children, 
Friends and Servants ; and all the Civil and 
Judicial Laws, the Ties and Bonds that make 
a People, and diſtinguiſh them cach from the 
other ; for all theſe are implicd in the Word 
People; and when Men Fight tor their People, 
they virtually Fight for all theſe, becauſe that 
theſe are all in danger fo be loſt by being Con- 
quered, And by the Cites of God we are to under- 
{tand, not only their particular Cities, but all the 
Villages and Country, and all their Efates and 
Habications, all their Subſiftance and their Live- 
lyhood, becauſe whoeyer Maſters the Cz#tes of 
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a Country, is preſum'd to be Maſter of all be- 
ſides ; the one does naturally take in all the 
other ; it mult be ſo in Reaſon, and we fee it 1s 
ſo by Experience. But becauſe thcie Czrzes are 
allo Czeties of God, we may very well imagine 
their Relz970n allo 1s included in thoſe Terms : 
For whatever Grace and Favour God 1s fa1d, 
in many Paſlages of Scripture, to ſhew to 1/rael/, 
and Jeruſalem, and Son, to love her Buildings 
and her Towers, and to take Delight in her 
Palaces, with the like, we may be ſure it 1s for 
the ſake of his Laws and Worſhip therein be. 
ing : In Jury is God known, and his Name # preat 
in Iſrael; at Salem is hu Tabernacle, and bis 
Dwelling in Sion. And this 1s the Foundation of 
his Love. He ſheweth his Word unto Jacob , his 
Statutes ana Ordinances unto Iſrael : He hath not 
aealt ſo with any Nation, neither have the Heathen 
Kypovtage of his Laws, Plal. 147. 19, Here was 
the Habitation of his Houſe, and the Place 
where his Honour dwelt - And *twas on this Ac- 
count that it was called the Holy Cty, and the 
Holy Place ; and it 1s 1n this reip<t ( making 
Allowance for a greater Hotinz's and greater 
Favours ) that the Church of Chriſt 1s called, 
The City of the Lord, Iſa. 60. 14. Mount Zion 
and the City of our God, in Heb. 12. 22, And 
the ſame 11 Revelations 1s laid of Heaven it (cf, 
3, 12. $9 that by Cztzes of God, we are not to 
unJerftand only the Walls and Houizs, but the 
Worſhip and Religion of thoſe Places. And then 
To be of 2004 Conrage and play the Men, for thei; 
Perple, and for the Cities of their God, 15 netther 
B 2 | morg 
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more nor leſs, than to Fight and do Valiantly for 
their Lives, and Laws, and Fortunes, and Reli- 
gion ; the ſame which the Ancients called Fight- 
ing, pro Aris & Focis, This Place would give 
me opportunity of ſaying ſomething in defence 
of War in general, and in the Juſtification of each: 
of theſe particular Occaſions ; but the Conſide- 
ration of theſe Matters at large, would lead me 
roo far, and hold me too long ; it may be more 
convenient, to take the Matter as it is in the Text, 
for granted, as Joab did undoubtedly, concluding 
the Defence of his Country and Religion, a very 
juſtifiable Ground of War ; eſpecially if we re- 
member withal, that this Their behaving them- 
ſelves waliantly for their People, and for the Cities 
of their God , was, notwithſtanding, an offenſive 
War on 1/raePs ſide, invading Ammon for their 
vile, unmanly Uſage of the King's Embaſſadors ; 
and if ſuch inſolent injurious Dealing with Em- 
baſſadors, be (as it always was accounted by 
the World in general ) a juſt occaſion for a War 
offenſive, we may conclude ſafely enough, That 
the Defence of Lives and Laws, and Fortunes 
and Religion, are each of. them ſufficient War- 
rant for the drawing of the Sword. And 
though in private Caſes, the Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity are very peaceable and tender, and re- 
oardful of Men's Welfare in this World as well 
as the other, and lay greater Reſtraint on Peo- 
ples Inclinations to Contention and Diſturbance 
than any other Laws whatever, and would 
perhaps, if heedfully attended and obeyed , 
prevent moſt Wars; yet where Men will 
fot 
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not hearken to good Reaſon, nor the Chriſtian 
DoCtrins, where there is no redreſs of Injuries 
to be expected from the Laws ( as in National 
Afﬀronts and Wrongs there cannot be ) where 
the contending Parties will admit of no Arbi- 
trator betwixt them, whoſe Sentence ſhall be 
Deciſive, and from whom there ſhall be no Ap- 
peal, there certainly the Sword of War be- 
comes neceſſary, there Chriſt hath left the Pub- 
lick to conſult its Welfare and Defence, and 
to perſue its Peace and Satety by ſuch Methods, 
as are Proper, Juſt and Honourable. He hath 
left no Rule in theſe Extremities for the Pub-- 
lick to govern it felf by, but neither hath he 
barr'd it ſuch Defence as the common Reaſon 
of Mankind ſuggeſts in all ſuch Cafes. He 
hath not indeed commanded War, but neither 
hath he ſo forbraden it, as that it ſhould not be 
both Juſt and Lawful, when it is abſolutely 
neceſſary. And abſolutely neceſſary to be ſure 
it 15, when either Lives or Laws, or Fortunes 
or Religion, are at Stake, and cannot other- 
wiſe be well preſerv'd. What End and Purpoſe 
of Religion can be ſerv'd, by letting fifty, ſix- 
ty, or an hundred thouſand People be killed, 
for the enlarging ſuch a One's Dominion , or 
for the Enriching ſo many Plunderers with the 
Booty ? What Tendency has ſuch a Slaughter 
to the promoting of either Piety or Vertue ? 
And therefore to think that Chriſtianity com- 
mands ſuch Patience, Sufferance, or ſuch Cows 
ardice as this, is to think it not only a very weak 
Religion, but a Religion countenancing and en- 
couraging 
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couraging Oppreſſion, Inſolence and Violence, 
and Crueity and Blood ; for this would naturally 
happen, through the Inhdelity of ſuch as are nor 
Chriſtians, and the Malice and Perverſneis of 
ſuch as are very bad ones. What ule would 
ſuch a People as the Tartars arc, make of ſuch 
a Doctrin, : as the Unlawlulneſs of War among 
the Chriſtians ? One might juſtly {ay, that ſuch 
a Doctrin would be the occaſion and cauſe of 
all the Ravages and Barbarous Deveſtations, of all 
tle Rapes and Murthers ſuch a Pcople would 
commit. And to ſay that Chriſtianity eacoura- 
ges to ſo much Evil, is io give it an abomina- 
ble Charatter. An1 yet they fay -as much, 
who ſay that War 1s abſolutcly forbidden to 
Chriſtians ; for were it ſo indeed, - both Infidels 
and wicked Chriſtians would commit a thou- 
{and greater Evils than they daily do, and how 
far Chriſtianity would be chargeable with them, 
by ſuch a Natural Provocation and Encourage- 
ment, as that diſarming Chriſtians were, 15s not 
hard to determine. Ir is but a poor Defence to 
ſay, I did not kill Cajzs, nor provoke Sempronius 
to his Murther, but only took away his Sword 
and Weapons of Defence, and leit him to the 
Fury of his Adverlary, who only watch'd for 
ſuch an opportunity. The Caſe of private Peo- 
ple's Auffering Injuries without Retaliation, 15 
much another thing than this of publick War; 
though even in that, the redreſs of Law is by no 
means abſolutely forbidden; and the permiſſion 
of redreſs by Law tor private Injuries, 1s not fo dit- 
ferent from permiſticn of redreſs by VV ar, for Pub- 
lick 
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lickWrongs as People commonly imagine; the Rea- 
ſons differ not in Kzzd but in Degree, And if 
Martyrdom 1t fif, z. e. the ſuffering Death for the 
Sake of Chriſt and of the Goſpel, be not fo com- 
manded, but that it »2ay and # to be avoided, 
where the Honour of God and of the Chriſtian 
Name can be fſecur'd without, we may be ſure, 
the ſuftering Death and other Evils, where neither 
God's Honour, cor the Truth of the Goſpel, nor 
any end of Chriſtianity 1s ſerv'd, is not com- 
manded us, and conſequently that War is not for- 
bidden by the Chriſtian Law. But leaving theſe 
Diſpures, and taking it for granted, that every one 
of theſe occations of War 1s Juſt and Lawiul ; 
the Text ſuppoics that they are every one of them 
g00d Motives and Encouragements to Men, to 
behave themſelves Valiantly 1n the Fight, Lez z be 
of” good Courage, and let us play the Men, for our 
People, and for the Cittes of our God, which as I 
tryed to ſhew, implied our Lives and Laws, our 
Eſtates and our Religion. 

That People's Lives are worth contending for, 
need not be proved, for every ones Own, 1s almoſt 
wortha War to iz ; but when the Lives of all his 
Civil and his Natural Relations too,are equally con- 
cern'd, then, not to venture bravely for them, is to 
prove his Lite indez:d was hardly worth the living; a 
Liſe that well deſerv'd to be caſt away. And what 
can be {iid of Men whoin ſuch Extremities will 
tamely yicld, but that they act ar once the Fool and 
Madmzizn, and die indeed for tear of Death ? There is 
little liope, that the Preſervation of the Laws and 
Liberties of a Nation ſhould prevail with thoſe, 
whom the conitderaiion of their own and _ 

ives 


$ 

' 
I 

it 
7718 


CE RTE po LS — - - + NE _ a — 
oy " - _ hy EPIGS ——_ Aa * _— 
" rn SEED EEG EEE Rot: 
> IX” - _ -_ I — mg TF\ 44.4 > © wo; 
2 GtN = NE rene n naeargs tn exp Gon : = 
CC ————————_ om 


( 26 3 


Lives cannot- incite to Courape, and incline to be- 


have themlelves like Men ; but however, this has 
all along been eſteemed, of all brave People, a Con- 
ſideration of the laſt Importance, and they have 
freely ventur'd the one, in behalf of the other, 
accounting Life it {elf a Burthen, when they loſt 
the other. There is ſomething 1in the Frame and 
Conſtituion of each Government, ſo fitted and pe- 
culiar to the Genius and the Tempers of a People, 
that it 1s not to be altered by violent Conſpirators 
at home, nor- by a foreign Enemy, without the 
oreateſt Inconveniences, and the moſt fearful Con- 
ſequences poſſible, and the Laws of each particu- 
lar Nation, conſulting moſt eſpecially the Benefit 
and Welfare of their own Subjects, it is no wonder 
if they are tenacious of this kind of Government, 
and of theſe Laws, and find it worth their while 
to reſiſt unto Blood in their Defence and Mainte- 
nance, It is the properneſs and the fitneſs of theſe 


Laws to the Country and the Subje&, that gives 


each People the Happineſs they have ; and ſince it 
is impoſſible for a Nation to be abſolutely Con- 
quered, without breaking the Laws and Conlſti. 
tution of its Government, and bringing others in, 
more beneficial to the Conqueror and his Coun. 
try, and conſequently prejudicial to the Conquer'd, 
there is nothing in this World that better de- 
ſerves ro be defended to the utmoſt of Men's 
Power, than the continuance of their Laws and 
Government. And this the rather, becauſe the over- 
turning of the Laws, does alſo overthrow Men's 
Fortunes and Eſtates, without which Men would 
live but hardly and uncomfortable ; and that's 
the leaſt and one of the moſt gently EF&ts of 

being 
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being Conquered, by a ravaging and greedy Enemy : 
the being reduc'd to Miſery and the greateſt Evils of 
Want and Slavery, is an inſeparable Companion of bee 
ing overcome ; the hope of Prey and Spoil, is the Life 
and Soul of an Army, and the fear of it ſhould alto 
prove as firong a Spur to Valour, to defend ones ſe!f 
againſt it. That Religion (laſtly) ſufſlers conſtantl; 
in War, is very certain; and as certain, that the pre- 
ſervation of it, in its Purity and Truth, is as worthy 
an employment of mens ſtrength and courege, as any 
other Cauſe whatever. Cam loca capta ſunt ab hoſtibus, 
omnta definunt eſſe ſacra, was a Maxim ot Old. When 
once a Place 1s taken by the Enemy, there 1s no farther 
difference made betwixt things ſacred and profane. 
Wars and Viftories (faith Tertullian, Apol. c. 25.) are 
made up of Cities taken aud overthrown, which cannot be 
without offending the Gods ; the Military fury at the ſame 
time indifferently aſſaulting the City-Walls and Temples ; 
Slaughters involving Prieſts and Citizens without di- 
ftinflion ; and the Souldier, greedy of his prey, no more 
regards things ſacred than profane : So many Conqueſt s, 
fo many Sacrileges, ſo many Triumphs over Nations, ſo 
many Triumphs too over the Gods : And this was look d 
upon fo certain, that the Greeks eſteemed it as a Law 
and Rule, That whoever conquered the Country , 
conquered the Religion of it alſo; and they did accor- 
dingly ſurrender both together : And upon this account 
it was, that all the Ancient Generals in their Speeches 
to their Armies, conſtantly re-minded them of their 
Religion, Gods and Altars leit at home, as well as Wives 
and Children, which were ſure to be the Prey and 
Plunder of their Conquerors ; and thought at the ſame 
time, That if the Love and Fear, and the Regard they 
had to them, would not-excite their utmoſt Courage, 
 » nothing 
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nothing elſe cou!d do it. Whether it be Jawfull to 
carry War into another Country for the vindication of 
God's honour, which we think is injur'd and affionted 
by the barbarous or ridiculous Worſhip of that Coun- 
try, and for the propagation of the true Religion, 1s 
what may bear ſome ſhort diſpute perhaps ; but rhe 
concluſion will in all Iikeli-ond be, That it 1s not law- 
full, ſince God is his own beſt Avenger, and can vin- 
dicate his Honour, and promote his Truth, in times, 
and ways, and methods, as he ſees convenient, with- 
out the help of Man, which he, in ſuch caſes, requires 
not. But whether it be lawtull to carry War into ano- 
ther Country, for the defence and preſervation of the 
true Religion, whic! is otherwiſe in danger and great 
likelihood of being ruind and deſtroy'd at home, will 
bear no manner of diſpute ; becauſe if 1t be lawſull to 
be defended at home, (as all Men muſt allow,) it will 
be alſo juſt to be defended abroad ; for the carrying 
the War into another Country, 1s only to avoid thoſe 
Evils we muſt otherwiſe neceſſarily endure, if we ſhoutd 
ſufer our Enemies to bring the War home to Us : 
And this makes no alteration of the juſtice of the War 
at all ; for the Cauſe of that is (till the ſame, wherher 
we fight abroad, or defend our felves at home; and 
Men chuſe the one or the other, according to their 
Strength, and the Situation of their Country, and for 
a great many other natural or accidental reafons. But 
whether it be lawfull to carry War into another's 
Country, even an invaſive War, in the defence not 
only of the truce Religion, but of the Profeſſors of that 
true Religion, though another's Subjets, has born dif 
pute a great while. The Example of Conſtantine the 
Great's invading of Licinius for the Chriſtian's fake, 
the Subjects of Licinias, might (with the Approbation 


of 
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of the Chriſtians at that time) ſerve in ſome meaſure, 
one would think, to determine this matter in the be- 
half of the Lawtulneſs of fo doing. Conſtantine and 
Licinius had ſhared the Empire betwixt them, and 
were conſcquently independent, each of them, upon his 
icllow ; Each was Auzytus, and cach of them had made 
his Son Ceſar ; and the Subjccts of theſe Princes owed 
no manner of Obedience, but to each their Malter, 


The Emperors had each of them decrccd at Milan, Fulch. Eee! 
—_— 2. ' To 

That the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be tolerated throug}, 7 #9: # 

the Empire : But Licinizs afterwards, tuftcring himlcli 


to be perſuaded otherwiſe, betouk himſeli, by all the 
arts and methods he was maſter of, to break this Edict; 
and fearing the Zeal and Power of Conſtantine, was 
forc'd to practiſe ſecretly and cunningly, at firit, the 
overthrow of Chriſtianity ; not appearing in the thing 
himſelf, but a&ting by his Preſidents and Governors, 
who made their Court to him by ſuch compliance with 
his crue! purpoſes, well knowing they could recom- 
mend themſelves no way ſo effectually as by fulfilling 
his Defres, without expecting his Commands : Bur, 
in a little time, this modeſty or fear was overcome, (ſuch 
zealous ſuperſtition is impatient of reſtraint,) anc he 
began to open his deſigns with falling firſt upon the 
Biſhops, (all Perſecutions ever did the ſame, the very 
Heathens knew, as well as did the Chriliians, that the 
Church of Chriſt could never be undone without their 
ruine, and therefore took the readielt way by falling 
upon them at firit ;) next he diſmiſs'd the Chriſtians 
from all Employments at Court, cathierd them trom 
the Army, and turn'd them out of every Office ; then 
ſeizd on their E/ates, and fell at laſt upon the Clergy, 
killing ſome Bithops for praying for Conſtantine. Thus 
he continued periecuting for tome good time, delign- 
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ing nothing leſs than the utter ſubverſion of Chriftia- 
nity, which Euſebius (who liv'd at the ſame time) ſays, 
j Eccl.Hiſt. cap, He had undoubtedly effected, had not God, the Pro- 
il - 4% tector of his People, prevented it, by raiſing up his 
cap 2. &c, Servant Conſtantine, and leading him as it were by the 


hand to their Delivery ; who, after having exercis'd 


[! more patience, than was necetlary, with this brutal 
Prince, and al! to no purpoſe, made ready at laſt to 


ſuccour theſe difſlre{ied Suflerers, concluding it a holy 
ard religious thing, to remove One Man, and fave 

thereLy a multitude of People. In truth, Zuſesus tells 

this Story in ſuch manner, that One might reaſonably 

think, the Chriſtians of Licinius's Empire, ſent to Con- 

Nlantine for ſome relief; and there are ſome Phraſes, that 

would incline one to gueſs ſo: But there is no occaſion 

of going any farther than we are ſure ; and that is, 

That Conſtantine did certainly make the Sufferings of 

the Chriſtians one of his pretexts of War at this time ; 

and that the Expedition was ſo well liked, that many 

* Valeſins calls * Clergymen attended him as Chaplains;and he thought, 
them Biſ09ps. if ever he had need of Prayers, it was now, and-took 
them accordingly with him very gladly : And, laſtly, 

That the whole Church, as weil the Weſtern as the 

Eaſtern One, rejoyced exceedingly at the deliverance 

God was pleaſed to work by him, and expreſſed it 

in all the demon{trations potlible of Love, and Grati- 

tude, and Honour ; and with one accord ſubmitted to 

him, as the great and glorious Initrument of God's 

mercy and guodneſs towards-them, and fll'd the world 

with his commendations: Ant of this mutual fatis- 

faction in each other, the great and many endearing 
kindneſles and complements that paſt berween the Em- 

i peror and the Council of Nice, are fo many ample te- 
i Jimonics, though they were moſt of them Lic. n:us's 
F Subjeas, 
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Subjets, and the Council was call d bur a year after 
his defeat, 325. This Approbation of the Ancient 
Chriſtians of this At of Con/taxtine, might ſerve, I fay, 
to ſhew that they eſteemed it not on'y juſt and lawfull, 
Lut honourable and religious, to carry War into ano- 
ther s Country for the detence of the true Religion, and 
the preſervation of the Lives and Liberties of its Pro- 
feſfors, which had been otherwiſe in danger of being 
quite loſt: For the Victor neither made pretence of 
propagating the true Religion, nor of forcing People to- 
ſorſake the talſe one, by the Sword, but only of ſecus» 
ring and defending them who were before C hriſtians. 
And the whole Conduct of our Queen Elizabeth (one 
of the beſt and happieit Princes that we ever had, and 
one who lov'd, and beſt conſulted both the honour 
and the welfare of our Nation,) her whole Conduct, 
I ay, with reſpec to all the Proteliants abroad, ap- 
prov'd of and rewarded, both by Parliaments and Con» 
vocations, might make this Caſe a little more detenſi- 
ble, than it is commonly held to be, by a great many 
People. Theſe Prin-es (and a great many others) did 
not only think themſelves oblig'd 7o be of good courage, 
aud behave themſelves valiantly, for their own People and 
the Cities of their God at home ; but made the Cztzes of 
God extend to all places where the ſame God was wor-- 
{hipped in the like Purity, Simplicity and Truth. They 

went indeed farther than Foab here did, becauſe he had 

no occaſion to go farther ;. but his Principles would 

have carried him, to the defence of the Cities of God, 
if they had been either in Ammon's or in Syria's Terri- 
tories; and we need not queſtion, but he would have 

made the reſcue and deliverance of their perſecuted 

Brethren, a quickning motive and encouragement. to 


the behaving themſelves valiantly, and — 
elves 
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ſelves like Men. The laſt thing we have to conſider 
in Joab's condutt, is, his Reſignation and Submiſſion of 
the Ifſue and Event to God's good pleaſure and diſpo- 
fal, and the Lord do thar which ſeemeth him good. He 
had made what preparations he could, or thought con- 
venient to his purpoſe ; he had gathered a great Army, 
and ſelefted all or molt of the choſen Men, to oppoſe 
to the Syrians, and committed the reſt to 4bi/hais ma- 
nagement, to order, as he faw necelſlity, againſt the 
Ammonites ; and had agreed to do what was fit in caſe 
of each others exigence, and he had made his final 
Speech to all of them, and done, in a word, all that a 
wiſe and valiant General had to do, and then commits 
the Event to God. It is in vain to think of doing any 
thing well without God ; but 1t 1s as vain to think 
thar God will do any thing without us, that lies in our 
power to do. God is, in all our wants, our help and 
ſuccour, but not unleſs we will co-operate with him, 
and joyn our forces to thoſe which he atfords us : He 
is indeed the beſt Allie that can be, but he will never 
fight our battles by himſelf, whilſt we ſtand idle by, 
and unconcern'd: He is indeed the Author and Be- 
ſtower of every good and perfedt Gift ; but he beſtows 
them all upon our induſtry and vigilance; he makes 
his bleſſings ſtill the recompences of our care and la- 
bour ; he gives ſucceſs, and wealth, and honour, and 
wiſdom ; but he gives them to us, by our ſelves, and 
gives them to our diligence and induſtry, to labour and 
much ſtudy ; he gives us Virtues, but it is by pains 
and habits ; he gives us many Graces, bur it 1s by fre- 
quent exerciſes and good uſes of them ; it is in vain 
to ask him any thing we can beſtow upon our ſelves, 
for that's the way he has already taken to beſtow it on 
us ; it is but mocking God to beg of him, _—_ we 

think 


_ — = 
ib 4 4 Acre c 4s. = \, 
_ __ EIS ET” «wee _ = 
ESI o_ 0 ND Runs 8 
_—_— — - FA 
> + _—_ * <8 SIR 
(en 


>. -> hex IS 
ee 
ww. 
CO NBD 


dam WR EY 


- - urn re CN 
X PS TIA Ao I oe ren. . 
Ws; - - ; ID 


——— 
_— 


—_— a 
* SGI. 4a 


k 


i! 


Wi 
Fe! 
4 i! 
#|4 
ſi 
1 

& $35 


< rt Golan a ee oo oe; 
9 wn 


(23) 


think not worth our while or labour to obtain : By 
vigilance, attivity and looking wiſely after things, they 
all go well , but when you give your ſelf to ſloth, and la- 
zineſs, aud cowardice, you ſhall in vain implore the aſſi- 
ftance of the Gods, for they are angry and incens'd with 
ſach, ſaid a Heathen of old of his fictitious Deities ; and 
we may fay as much of ours, the true and only ever- 
laſting God : For alchough we are commanted to pray 


to God for our daily bread, yet we mult work for it, 


if we will have it; and St. Pal concludes we 1hall 
make our ſelves unworthy of it, if we will not. We 
muit indeed cat all our care on God, and truſt to his 
good Providence, and be over-anxious for nothing at 
all, but we muſt not ſo truſt him, as to tempt him, 
by neglecting the means which he hath put within our 
power ; we mult do what we can for our ſelves in cve- 
ry caſe, and pray to God to blefs and proſper our en- 
deavours, to make thoſe means effectual to rhe attain» 
ing of thetr end, and to ſupply, by his abundant good-- 
neſs, what is wanting : And when we have doae all we 
can, all that 1s fit for us to do, we mult reign up all 
to God, and try to be contented with the iſſue he ſhall 
give to our attempts, let it be whar it will; and fay 
with Foab, The Lord do that which ſeemeth him good. 
By this we acknowledge both his Being and his Pro- 
vidence; By this we own him for the Supreme Gover- 
nor and Arbitcr of all affairs : That he both over-looks 
and over-rules them all; That we put no tru or con- 
fidence in our firength or skill alone, withour: his bleſ- 
ſing ; That all our cunning and abilities are but his in- 
ſiruments, and the means by which he brings to paſs his 
olorious Purpoſes ; That the preparations we make, are 
neither made in oftentation of our Strength and Excel- 


lence, nor in doubt or diſtruſt of his Almighty Power, 
nor 
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nor in defiance of it, to be ſure; but that we do, there- 
in, as reaſonable Creatures ought to do, make ſuch 
proviſion, as that Reaſon ſays we ſhould, and ſuch as 
is proportion'd out to our Abilities and our Neceilities; 
but know withall, that they will gnifte nothing witl:;- 
out his pleaſure and permiſſion ; that all our expecta- 
tions and deſires are, That theſe our reaſonable and na- 
tural means may attain the end for which they are 
provided ; but ſtill with this ſuppoſal, That it 1s agree- 
able to him ; ſtill it mull be, As zt ſeemeth good ro him. 
But this is not all ; We do not only by this Reſfigna- 
tion and Submiſſion own him for the Maſter and Dit- 
poſer of all Events, but we prepare our ſelves thereby 
againſt them ; let the Iſſue be what it will, we are 
thereby fitted for it: If it be proſperous, and as we 
wiſh it, we know it is nevertheleſs an effe@ of God's 
kindneſs towards us, although we were our ſelves the 
Inſtruments of working it ; and we have then this ſatis- 
taftion, That God co-operates with our deſigns, and 
bleſſes our endeavours ; they who have perie-t conft- 
dence in God's goodneſs, and perfetly reſign'd them- 
ſelves to his diſpoſal, have every bleſſing doubled that 
befalls them ; they have all the happineſs that the 
bleſſing of it ſelf can naturally afford, to be ſure ; bur 
then the thoughts of having it from God, of contider- 
ing it as an etfect of his peculiar favour and benigni- 
ty, That it is the diſpoſal of unerring Wiſdom : theſe 
thoughts advance the bleſſing to a mighty height, and 
make it dear and valuable indeed : It it be croſs, and 
other than we wiſh'd and hop'd for , yet this Retigna- 
tion to the Will of God, makes it go down a grcat 
deal better ; it puts us upon thinking it was neither 
neceſſary nor convenient for us, fiuce 1t was denied by 


him, who gives to thole who truit entirely to him ; 
not 


(25 
-not only more, but better things than they can ask 
or think themſelves; or elſe it drives us to conſt- 
der with our ſelves what we have done that calld 
for and deſerv'd ſuch puniſhment, and conſequently 
gains the end of every one of God's inflictions , 
namely, felf-examination and amendment ; it never 
drives us from, but towards God ; and makes us ſee 
his Mercy in his Juſtice, his Goodneſs in our Pu- 
niſhments. Bur (abſtrating the Conſideration of 
our Sins, being the Cauſe of our Miſcarriages, as 
they are not always ſo,) when we know we have 
done all that we ſhould and could do ; and after 
that, have given up the Event to God, let it be 
what it will, we have this fatisfaction, That neither 
our own hearts, nor other people, can reproach us 
juſtly, with negle& or cowardice. When we have 
done our utmoſt, and perform'd what lay in «s, the 
diſappointment leaves no ſting or torment in the 
Mind ; 'tis not vexatious to reflect on our Miſcar- 
riages, that happened through no fault of ours, 
bur were inviſible, and not to be prevented ; the 
trouble is, where we look back, and ſee our Folly, 
or our Wickedneſs, the cauſes of our Sufterings ; 
That Re-colleRtion is uneaſie, and intolerable, and 
fills the Soul with pain, and with confuſion : But 
when we have diſcharg'd our duties, been of good 
courage, and behav'd our ſelves as Men ; then we can 
ſay before, with chearfulneſs, Zhe Lord do that 
which ſeemeth him good ; and bear it handſomely 
after, be it what it will, We may be then Unfor- 
tunate, but {till we ſhall be Innocent 5 and neither 
be accuſed nor condemned by our own ſelves or 
others : We acted prudently and well, but were 

D not 
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not Maſters of the Event ; that was in God's hands, 
and he hath done that which ſeemed him good. 


The Application: I intend to make of all theſe 
Matters to our felves, will be both ſhort and plain. 
We are, we know, involv'd in War alike with all 
the World; and though the Occaſion of it is nor 
the ſame with that of David's, yet it 1s full as great 
and neceſſary : The Zan that we have to deal 
withall, does not deſcend to treat Embaſſadours villai- 
nouſly, but their Maſters ; deals with them all as 
Vaſials, or as Children ; does not cut oit their Gar- 
ments to the middle, but diveſts them of the whole, 
with. mighty ſcorn and inſfolence ; and cuts not off 
their Beards, but pares them to the quick ; is not at 
War with all his Neighbours only, but with Faith 
and Honour, Truth and Juſtice, and Religion ; who 
knows no diſtintion betwixt right or wrong , but 
makes his-pleaſure and convenience the Standard of 
his private and his publick Actions : That has enraged 
the whole World againſt him, and, Jike a ravenous 
Wolf, call'd all the Neighbourhood out to hunt 
their common Enemy : That notwithſtanding all his 
open force and ſtrength, and all his ſecret charms, hath 
kept no ative Allie or Confederate with him, but 
the publick and profeſſed Enemy of Chriſtianity ; 
and that too, by ſuch arts and methods, as both 
good Chriſtians and good Turks abominate: One, 
that, beſides theſe Publick Evils, hath, by the Vices 
and Impurities of his Private Lite, finn'd himſelf into 
a dreadfull- fear and ſuperſtition'; and has been la- 
bouring, for ſome years, to appeaſe and placate God, 
by humane Sacrifices ,. by Cruelty and great Barba- 
rity, 
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rity, by the deſtrution of his own SubjeAs, and 
by exhorting and aſſiſiing other Princes to do tic 
like, One, in a word, rhat has almoſt all the evil 
qualities of all the ancient and renowned Sons of 
Violence, without the thadow of their Virtues, or 
pretence to any of their Merits: This is the Ene- 
my I would exhcrt to be of good courage againit ; 
and fs - with Foab, Let us play the Men, For though 
theis words were ſpoken to an Army, ready to en- 
g3ge 11 nght, vet they are full as fit and proper for 
a peaceiuil Auditory ; for we, as well as Souldicrs, 
are concern'd in all the Events of War : We are the 
Body, of which zhey are the Hands to defend us ; 
and it we do not quit our ſelves like Men, twill be 
to little purpoſe what they do: If we by our Deſpon- 
dency or Fear, by our Diviſion; and undue Heats, 
by our Remiſsnefs or Negle& of publick -Concerns, 
by our Rapaciouſneſs, or Parſtmony, where there is 
no need, or any other methods, ftarye or diſcou; 
rage them abroad, we {hall in vain think to be 1afe 
our ſelves at home ; for whatever be the Event, We 
ſhall be ſure to feel the worſt effects of it ; Here are 
the People and the Cities of our God ; Here are the 
Lives we have to loſe our ſelves, and thoſe we va- 
lue equally with our own ; Here are the Laws and 
Government ſo famous over ail the World, for 
Liberty without Licentiouſneſs, for Monarchy with- 
out Tyranny, and for Subjettion without Slavery ; 
Here are the Fortunes and F'!tates the beſt fecur'd 
that can be, not ſubject to tie Aﬀeisment or Taxa- 
tion of an Arbitrary, Lawleſs Prince alone, whoſe 
Vanity or Folly, bad Deſigns or Wantonneis, miglt 
drain the labouring and induſtrious Subjects; nor 
D 2 vet 
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(28) 
vet ſo much the Private Maſters own, as-that he 
ſhould deny the uſe of what the Publick finds is 
neceſſary to diſcharge its duty : Here, laſtly, are the 
Cities of our God, the beſt Religion in the World , 
founded and built upon the Laws of God, and eſta- 
bliſhed by thoſe of the Land: And if all theſe Cor- 
{iderations are not ſtrong enough to perſuade us 79 
be of good courage and play the Men, in their behalt; 
there is nothing left to do it, we ſhall deſerve to 
loſe them all. The very apprehenſion of the loſs of 
any one of theſe, though lometimes in imagination 
only, and oftentimes at great diſtance, has fr. quent- 
ly alarmd us to great care and watchfulneſs, and 
12is'd our hearts and reſolutions ; and if a/l of them 
together, in moſt apparent hazard, by a ſlrong and. 
ſubtile Enemy, will not encourage us, nay force us 
to a brave defence, and quitting of our ſelves /ike 
Men, we ſhall be miſerable to extremity ; Lut ſhall 
be- miſerable without excuſe or pity. When Men's 
misfartunes come apparently from God's hand, from 
ſome unlucky Accidents, that neither all their Wiſ- 
dom could foreſee, nor all their Power and Care pre- 
vent; then, as I ſaid, they become the Objects of 
Compaſſion : But when their Folly or their Careleſ- 
neſs, their Cowardice or Falſchood, - are the. occaſi- 
ons of their Sufferings, the World a-round muſt 
laugh at and deſpiſe them, and their own hearts re- 
proach them and condemn them : It after we have 
gone thus far, and made ſuch fair and towardly ad- 
vances to a through deliverance of our ſelves from: 
many certain, and more threatned Evils ; and of the 
reſt of Europe, from the Chains provided tor them , 
we ſhould not now go on, behave our ſelves like 
Men, 


(29) 
Men, ani ſecond with our Hearts, and Hands, and 
all rhe ailiſtance that we can, the great and gene» 
rous Purpoſes of our Ming abroad, it we thould ci- 
ther by Diſſenfions, or ill-timd Frugality, weaken 
his Hands and Heart, or thoſe of his Allies, we ſhould 
ceſervedly become rhe hiiling, and the ſcorn of all 
the Farth; Our Chains would then become our 
Necis, and. Slavery fit gracclully upon: us, becauſe 
we took ſuch pains for, and becauſe we did fo well 
d:ferve it: And where ſhould we look for pity and 
compallion then, when our own Hearts would load 
us with reproach, and infamy,. and great confuſion ? 
But far be ſuch ſuſpicion from Us; tar be the Omen 
of theſe Miſeries; we have a much more lighrſome 
comfortable profpett of aftairs ; rhe Cauſe is jut and 


honourable, ſo 1s the End, and ſo are the Means ;. 


it 1s not Joab now, but David, that oxhorts fo be of 
good courage, to play the Men; not thoughtleſs Fools, 
or triling Children, but the Men, for our People, and 
for the Cities of our God. And let us therciore hearken 


to him ; ict us both- animate our ſelves and others, 


with the conſideration, That all we have that 1s near 
and dear to Us, is at ſtake, and that we owe our 
beſt endeavours to them; and when we have done 
all thar lies within our power, let us with Foab fay, 
The Lord do that which ſeemeth him good; for then 
it will be time, and not before : . Then let the Event 
be what it will, we ſhall be ſatisfied ; then we can 
anſwer it to our ſelves and all poſterity, although 
we are in Chains and Bondage ; We did what we 
could and ſhould ; we took the Courſes that we 
judg'd moſt reaſonable and fit ; we were not want- 
ing to our: ſelves; but God is above us all, and 

knows 


(30) 

knows what we deſerve, and what is moſt conve- 
nient for us; he is the Arbiter and wife Diſpoler of 
our Perſons and Afaairs ; he is the Maſter of Events, 
and gives us out the Lotts that beſt befit our Ci:- 
cumſtances ; and we mult be contented with them, 
be they what they will ; and ſay with Foab here, 
and good Old El: in another place, 1 Sam. 3. 15. 
1t is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, 
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